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Abstract

The Key Pillars of a Redemptive-Historical
Interpretation of the Bible

- Towards a Christocentric or Christotdlic
Interpretation of the Bible -

Prof, Dr, Chang-Kee Hwang

In this paper | briefly spell out some basic ideas for a Christoceniric
and Christoteiic interpretation of the Biole, They are : a) S, Greidanus's
seven roads to finding Christ from the Oid Testament, b) the Excdus
Motif, ¢} Clowney's rectangular diagram and o} the Caovenant Overlapping
Period, Jesus Christ who represents the Person of Whole Church and
Panta [rdvra:al]. It is crucial for biblical interpreter to understand that His
death and resumection is the Great Transformation of al thingsfmayw], Al
believers must be equipped with this perspective of His death and
resurrection for a proper eschatological understanding of the Biole, Christ
plays the role of the master key for Biblical interpretation.

Al Mgl JISE 16

Keywords

Christotelic, Clowney's ractangular  diagram, Exodus  motif,
overlapping period, Whole Church Person
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Peter Bnns, /nspiration and Incamation: Evangelicals and the Problem of the Old
Testament |Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2003}, 132-151 3= €Y o]& &
A o] Aol o vl AAle] gte] tRE o] oleiFrt

(7} G. K. Beale,"Did jesus und Apostles Preach the Right Docrrine from the
Wrong Texts? Revisiting the Debate Seventeen Years Later in the Light of Perer
Enns' Book, fuspiration and Incamation', Themelios 32(2006) 18-43.

{1-) Peter, Enns "Response tp Professor Greg Beale", Themefios 32/3(2007): 5-13.

(=) G. K, Beale, "A Surrgjoinder to Peter Enns", Themelios 32/3(2007): 14-25,
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3) Hol Lhols B, “ohilad 47-00] ZElay @A sive et

4) Douglas J. Green, "N,T.Wright - A Wesuninster Semirary Perspective”(March 3,
2004) 2 0, 4
Hermeneutics and- theology must be Christocentric, but the term 'Chyistotelic!
allows me to add @ helpful nuance to the idea of Christ(or Gospel-)centered
interpretation, In using this term 1 am picking up on language used by Richard
B, Hays, "On the Rebound: A Response to Crdques of Echoes of Scripture i
the leter of Paul, "Paul and the Scriptures of lsrzelfeds. Craig A Evans and
James A, Sanders; 1993), 75-96(77-78). Since I adopt a redemptive-historical
approach to biblical interpretation, my model for describing the coherence of
Scripture is primaily linear(ie., a story, narrative) rather circular(i.e., system},
Therefore, the gospel - the story of Jesus - is best understood when it s
defined in terms of a narratve fefos, a dimax, an end, a goul("Ghtist is the
limax of lsrzel's story") rather than as the "center poin' of a theological

system,
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5} Peter Enms, ibid 134 “To read the Old Testarnent 'Christolotelically’ is to read it
already knowing that Christ is somehow the end to which the Old Testament
story is heading” 7hEe AAle] 29
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< FmAsle AR Mot F AT, o7l of AdAMFE
Jgjaw 950 ARl 2 3E7E ®@ Ao el ARe

q7elM aelang o Hies Wa, Pgsk=rlr 53] T8
21 ZAHEA o2 4L siMele o7 Bt A
L3

3.1, AFERA] 120

ahide] oige AulEA 2 St oph S @S
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6) 120 bopL yhp Enmyyeloe feoD, & oltd to el Si1b kel & abwobd TO v
TH0empdg G6Exy &1 fudVIKIY For all the promises of God in_him are yea, and
in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.]

7) God's promises find their fulfillment in Christ, indicating that the OT Scriptures
should be read as pointing to Christ [ESV 1:20 comm, notel
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Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in_all the Scriptures the
things concerning himseif]
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W&, (Preaching Christ Fom the Old Testzmenr: A Comtemporary  Hermeneutical
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17} John 5:46 i vyip émotelere Mwioel, émozebere dv &uol- mepl vip éuol keivoc
Hpapev.(If you believed Moses, you would believe me: for he wiote of me.}
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(Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the
kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth
forth out of his treasure things new and old.}
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19) David B Holwerda, jesus & Fmel | One Covenant or Two?|Grand Rapids: William
B, Eerdmans Publishing Company, 19951, 136
"lesus describes the disciples as a scribe trained for the kingdom of God and a
householder who brings out of his treasure things old and new(Matthew 13:52), The
treasure js Jesus Christ, the fuifiller of the law and prophets, whose fulfillment is the
original binding and loosing, |.."F&E 9xke] 3]
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27) Jesus' temptation s the counterpart to Israel's tesing in the desert, As in Number
14:534, the 40 days represent 40 vears, This event looks back to Deuteronomy 8:1-5,
which Jesus cited in response tr one of the temptations, Again we see Jesus
presented as the tue or ultimate [srael, the Son of God, Indeed, the experience of
the nation of lsrael was the type, the shadow that pointed to what Christ would
later experience, The real ordeal and proving of Israel as the son of God was
accomplished by Jesus, the ultimate Israel and Son of God, The temptations lesus
faced represent the kinds of temptations every human being experignces: those
generated by the physical drives, those that appeal to pride and those that stem
from a desire to possessicf, Un 2:16]. But each was also a uniquely Messianic
temptation, Note that Satan did not merely appeal to hunger or pride in Jesus but
couched the temptations in terms of a challenge to Jesus' divine rightt MV Spirit of
Feformation Study Bible(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003) 1347
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